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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

HON B.K. DONALDSON (Agricultural) [12.06 pm]:  I move - 

That the following address be presented to His Excellency -  

May it please Your Excellency - 

We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia, in 
Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank 
Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament.   

I express my great sense of privilege in addressing the House in moving this Address-in-Reply.  I had the 
privilege in 1993 when I first entered Parliament.  As certain protocols and procedures are followed during the 
opening of Parliament, I will contain my comments.   

It is a great privilege to represent the Agricultural Region, and I know that sentiment is shared by my colleagues 
in this House.  It is a diverse electorate that provides a major contribution to the State's economy and wealth. 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  I have heard this speech before.   

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  I mentioned that in 1993; Hon Nick Griffiths must have read it.  

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  The member said it well in 1993.   

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  I also made a strong point in 1993 about something in which I was passionately 
interested; that is, the Coast Road.  I was interested in getting rid of the Lancelin cul-de-sac from Lancelin to 
Cervantes on to Jurien Bay, Leeman, Green Head and Dongara.  I am pleased to see that come to fruition at long 
last. I have been informed by my colleague the Minister for Transport, Hon Murray Criddle, that the 2002 
timetable looks like being met.  It is also important to the region that the road be developed and opened up.  I 
believe that the Department of Conservation and Land Management estimates that the number of people visiting 
the pinnacles will double once the road is opened.  Some figures have been modelled that indicate that 
approximately 1400 vehicles a day will come off the Brand Highway onto that Coast Road.  I also hope that the 
heavy transport will not be eligible to use that Coast Road.  Load limits will probably be introduced.  

It does have a great bearing on tourism.  We have a wonderful coastline.  A number of people have lived in 
shacks on that coastline for many years and there has been some sorrow that some of those shacks have had to be 
removed.  However, the new developments and the budget-type accommodation that is being built will create 
opportunities for others to use that coastline and will play a role in tourism, which is becoming a big dollar-
earner for this State.   
One of the difficulties that the Agricultural Region is facing is low commodity prices, which are always cyclical 
in nature.  Another difficulty and challenge that it is facing is modern technology - not information technology, 
but modern farming practices.  Many farmers, through good business management, are now using bigger plant 
and machinery and have moved to broadacre farming as of necessity.  Today one single plant can do the same 
work that three people on three tractors, working for 16 hours a day, used to do.  Low commodity prices have 
also put pressure on farmers' bottom line, and they have had to become more efficient.  Farmers in Western 
Australia have always been regarded as the best dry land farmers in the world, and that is evident every day.  
Farmers have experienced increased productivity from technology and the better use of fertilisers.  Western 
Australia has a state-of-the-art bulk handling arrangement for grain.  

The increasing use of technology has had a significant effect on the size of the work force on farming properties, 
and this has led to a reduction in the population of country towns.  It is very sad that so many of our young 
people are moving from the country to the city, partly because of the lack of job opportunities for young people 
in the country.  Many young female schoolteachers and nurses are not willing to go to the country. It is very 
difficult to attract young girls to nursing in country areas.  The nurses in country towns are usually married 
people who have gone back into the work force.  We are all human, and, with modern motor cars and good 
roads, many of the young fellows head off to Perth, because unfortunately they believe Perth can offer a better 
lifestyle and alternatives to staying in the farming arena.  That has been a side effect of technology, and it 
snowballs, as we all know.   

In about 1989-90 when I was in local government, I sat next to a person from the United States of America - I 
cannot remember who he was, but it was to do with regional development - and he said that one of the first 
indicators of people drifting from the country to the city is when it becomes difficult for a country town to find 
enough people for a team sport, and he said he supposed that would be like fielding one of our football sides.  
There are now so many opportunities for young people to move into other careers that some of our country 
towns are finding it difficult to field a football side for a Saturday or Sunday afternoon game.  In my home town 
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of Koorda, when I first came home from school we had two football sides right through to the mid-1980s.  We 
now find it difficult to get one side.  That situation is replicated in many small towns in the region.   

At times there has been much criticism of what the Government has or has not done, and I guess that would 
apply to any Government over the years.  I, and I am sure my colleagues who represent the Agricultural Region, 
have seen significant changes in country areas with regard to some of the quality-of-life issues that have 
developed.  There has been an improvement in the quality of housing for government employees in country 
areas, through the involvement of local government, community organisations, the Country Housing Authority 
and Homeswest.  The water pipeline extension program that was started by Hon Ernie Bridge during the term of 
the previous Government has been enhanced and expanded by this Government.  Many farmers have been given 
a subsidy to assist them to build tanks and dams for their domestic and stock water supplies and to drought-proof 
their properties.  About $5m is being provided by the Water Corporation each year for water pipeline extensions 
to ensure that farmers no longer need to cart water in years of low rainfall.   

The infill sewerage program is now coming to a conclusion in the metropolitan area, and a great deal more 
money is being spent in some of the small country towns.  That is also being appreciated.  We can all be critical, 
and I guess there will never be enough money for everything.  There has been a substantial increase in road 
funding, which I had a bit to do with in my days in local government.  The amount of road funding has doubled 
since that time. I remember well having to turn up at the previous Government's cabinet budget subcommittee to 
argue with Main Roads to get a reasonable return for local government from the transport trust fund.  Local 
government in my home town of Koorda was struggling to get money from the State, and it is pretty encouraging 
to see the amount of money that it is now getting from the State.  The additional funding that country councils 
are now getting from the State is allowing many of them to use some of their municipal funds to purchase plant 
rather than buy it on a long-term hire purchase or lease agreement.  There has been quite a deal of activity in that 
area. 

I guess many of us were brought up in an age when we were pretty computer illiterate.  These days, small 
country schools have almost one computer per child.  That is great.  I feel pretty embarrassed to see a seven or 
eight-year-old get onto the Internet and do all sorts of things on a computer, and I must try to improve my skills 
in that area.   

One of the things I feel very passionate about - I know this is shared by many people in the wider community - is 
my belief that we live in a pretty good State.  I do not believe we can find a better place to live in this country.  
That is not because I am biased, even though I do live here.  In June this year I had a couple of friends from the 
United Kingdom stay with me.  Many years ago they had spent some time in Queensland during this chap's 
working life, but he is now retired.  They had been here for about four days, and when I caught up with this chap 
he said to me, "Western Australia must be a dreadful place in which to live.  It is the drug capital and is almost 
the worst area for crime.  Nothing good is happening here."  I said, "It is surprising that you picked that up in 
about four days."  There is so much negative reporting.  I do not believe the Press should write propaganda and 
say that everything is good, but I have just been to the local government week conference, and its theme was 
"Building Balance".  It is about time our Press and media recognised that some damn good things are happening 
in this State of ours and that some people are working damned hard, whether as paid employees or volunteers, to 
help improve our quality of life in all forms.  Many people are so critical and want to knock any idea that comes 
up.  Many of those ideas are very good.  No-one has the sole responsibility for coming up with good ideas.  It is 
happening all over our State.  

It looks as though the almighty dollar has won.  I say that because at the end of the day the bottom line for 
companies, newspapers or anything else trying to make money is profit and a dividend for shareholders.  In that 
aim, they have lost customer focus.  I think journalists have lost their sense of balance in reporting. 

Hon Bob Thomas interjected. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  No, I am just saying that - 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  There is too much audible conversation.  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  Research of previous newspaper articles will illustrate that the Press predicted that 
the world would come to an end when the goods and services tax was introduced.  

On, I think, 2 July, the Sunday Times printed the results of a comparison it had undertaken, albeit very 
reluctantly, on $120 worth of grocery items purchased in the middle of the last week in June and the same goods 
purchased on Saturday 1 July, the first day of the GST.  I think the total difference in price between the two 
trolley loads of shopping was 77¢.  That is not a great deal of difference.  However, that did not stop the media 
reporting negative GST stories day after day, sprinkled with a variety of other stories of doom and gloom.  One 
example was that, with its first use, the Graham Farmer Freeway would collapse overnight and a torrent of water 
would pour in and create a river in Northbridge.   
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Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  This is media bashing. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  I am speaking sense about media reporting that members opposite should examine 
more closely.  

I am simply making the point that it seems as though the dollar is clouding media objectivity to the point at 
which reporting is based on the philosophy of, "Why let the truth get in the way of a good story?"  

In addition, the headlines do not appear to relate to the actual substance of the stories.  Headlines are designed 
for sensationalism.  I look forward to the day when Western Australia's population is sufficient to run two 
newspapers, which might result in more balanced reporting.  

The media would have benefited from attending the local government conference and taking note of that theme 
which they could allude to in their editorials and newspaper content over the next few weeks. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Who has upset you? 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  No-one has upset me.  I feel passionately about this issue.  I am proud to be Western 
Australian and of what has occurred during the term of not only this Government but also many other 
Governments since I have lived in this State.  I hate seeing the media knock so many things in one way or 
another in this State almost every day.  I look forward to the day when I can cancel my subscription of one 
newspaper and subscribe to a new one.  

I feel privileged to have had the opportunity of being in the House during the extremely sensitive abortion 
debate.  I am very aware of the maturity shown during that debate.  We all have different ideas and different 
religious or moral views on that issue.  It was to the great credit of this House that the debate was at times robust 
and vigorous but that we all remained friends and respected one another's opinions.  

I acknowledge your skill, Mr President, for ensuring that that debate took place in a proper manner with dignity.   

I thank you, Mr President, and members for their attention this afternoon and for the privilege of opening the 
Address-in-Reply and commend the motion to the House.  

HON MURIEL PATTERSON (South West) [12.24 pm]:  I formally second the motion. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bob Thomas. 

House adjourned at 12.25 pm 
__________ 

 


